THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

June 14, 2007

The Honorable Patty Murray
United State Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murray:

This is in response to your letter regarding the status of the Joint
Commission’s accreditation at the Department of Veterans Affairs Puget Sound
Health Care System (VAPSHCS) in Seattle, Washington. Please let me assure
you that VA takes the Joint Commission process with the utmost seriousness
and approaches all identified areas of improvement as opportunities to ensure
the best patient care, in the safest environment possible, for our Nation’s
veterans. Please also be assured that VAPSHCS is responding aggressively
with the full support and resources of VA to the findings identified by Joint
Commission during its recent survey.

A fact sheet addressing your concerns is enclosed. VAPSHCS continues to
provide the high quality health care that veterans have come to expect and so
richly deserve.

Thank you for your continued commitment to and support of our Nation’s
veterans. It is most appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure






